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Petroleum Museum Hall of Fame Collection 
 

This collection is comprised of institutional documents created and maintained during the life of 

the museumôs hall of fame.  Documents include correspondence, scripts, transcripts, notes, 

biographies, contracts, budgets, photographs and videos covering the hall of fame election 

process, candidates and honorees, and induction dinner from 1968 through the present. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Descriptive Summary 
 

Creator:    The Petroleum Museum    

Title:      Petroleum Hall of Fame Collection  

Dates:     1968- Present and undated 

Abstract:    This collection is comprised of correspondence, notes, budgets, scripts,  

      videos and photographs covering: the creation of the hall of fame and its  

      procedures, the nomination process and election process, communication  

      between honorees and museum officials, and the logistics of the induction  

      ceremony including the celebration, video/AV presentation, biographies of 

      honorees, press for the event and the Friday brunch.  

Quantity:     16 linear feet plus AV pieces 

Identification:   Petroleum Hall of Fame Collection (institutional documents) 

Repository:   The Permian Basin Petroleum Museum 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Biographical Sketch 

 

See individual honoree and candidate listings at end of inventory 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Scope and Content 

 

This collection is made up of institutional documents gathered from various departments at the 

end of each Hall of Fame cycle.  The hall of fame process takes two years to complete.  Even 

years have committee correspondence and yearbooks covering the nomination and election 

process for the hall of fame.  Odd years cover committee correspondence between the honorees 

and museum, as well as copies of documents needed to plan a large induction ceremony for 200-

800 people, including correspondence to participants, contracts with caterers and other vendors, 

biographies of the honorees, scripts for the ceremony and speeches, copies of invitations and 

programs, scripts for the AV presentation, photographs of the ceremony, press releases and 

clippings of the event, budgets, correspondence to/from participants, and planning documents 

and photos of the Friday Brunch. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

http://www.petroleummuseum.org/
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Restrictions 
 

 Restrictions regarding access 

 

Due to the confidential nature of the Hall of Fame process, contact information and budget 

information in these files, the planning documents and nominee files are only open for museum 

personnel to study.  However, individual non-confidential documents can be used in the archives 

at the archivistôs discretion.  These documents will be pulled individually from the files, under 

no circumstances will entire files be checked out to the public. 

 

The Honoree files in this collection are open to research and can be checked out for use in the 

Archives Center reading room, with the exception of the Sid Richardson file, which requires 

previous written permission from the Sid Richardson Foundation before a researcher can view 

the file.  Researchers must obtain their own permission from the foundation prior to requesting 

the file.  

 

Photographs in this collection are copyrighted.  Permission from the Petroleum Museum or 

copyright holder must be obtained before the archives will allow any reproductions. 

 

Library and Archive materials must be used in the library reading room.  Prior 

appointment is preferred but not absolutely necessary.  

 

 Open for Research - * Some Collections will be restricted* 
  Materials in this collection are restricted.  See restrictions for details.   

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Index Terms 
 

 The subject headings used by the Southwest Collection/Special Collections Library 

are derived from the Library of Congress and/or locally developed.  

  

 Subjects: 

 

 Hall of Fame 

 Petroleum 

 The Petroleum Museum 

  

See honorees and candidate listing for further subject headings 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Related Material 
  

 President George H W Bush Collection 

 S. D. Myres Collection 

 George T. Abell Collection 
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 Berte Haigh Collection 

 Related oral history and video information will be listed at the end of each honoreeôs listing. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Administrative Information  
 

 Preferred Initial Citation:  
The Petroleum Museum Archives and Library Center, 1500 W. I20, Midland Texas 

79701 

 

 Preferred Subsequent Citations: 

  Petroleum Hall of Fame Collection, The Petroleum Museum. 

 

 Provenance: 
  This collection is an open collection of documents gathered by staff and board members  

  involved in the Hall of Fame process from 1968 through the termination of the Petroleum 

  Museum and Hall of Fame.  This collection will be added to every year. 

 

  The collection is organized by year with the following subject headings used for each   

  folder: 

     Year Hall of Fame: Criteria Requests & Procedures to be elected 

     Year Hall of Fame: Committee 

     Year Hall of Fame: Year Book 

     Year Hall of Fame: Dinner 

     Year Hall of Fame: Press Releases & Publicity 

     Year Hall of Fame: Photos of Ceremony 

     Year Hall of Fame: AV/Video Presentation 

     Year Hall of Fame: Brunch 

 

  Within each folder objects are arranged chronologically and on occasion by Honoree with 

  undated material placed in order by best guess of the processor, or placed at the back of  

  the file.  Excessive duplicate material was discarded. 

 

  Honoree and Candidate files are arranged alphabetically.  Within each file objects will be 

  arranged chronologically.  Most of these files are unprocessed. 

      

 Processed By: 
  Archives Staff Ongoing Project 

  Original Inventory and Arrangement by:  Amy Hooker June 1, 2005 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Additional Sources 
 

See each year inventory for list of additional sources. 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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Collection Inventory 

 

 

Lateral File 13 Drawer B 

 

1968 
 

Honoree:  Frank T. Pickrell 

Date: April 30, 1968 

Location & Price:  Midland Country Club $7.00 

Maser of Ceremonies:  Bill Kerr 

Benediction:   

Speaker:  Frank Prickrell ï History of the Santa Rita #1 

AV:  

Attendees: approximately 250 

 

Folders: 

1968 Hall of Fame: Committee ï 4/22/1968 ï 12/11/1968 & undated 

-Letter scheduling board meeting before the Hall of Fame ceremony with an invitation to 

members to attend the ceremony -citation from board for Pickrell -short bio of Pickrell -letter to 

Petroleum Pioneers informing them of the Hall of Fame ceremony as well as the museum and its 

collections requesting help obtaining more objects and volunteers -letter from George Abell with 

suggestions on how to set up the Hall of Fame and continue to induct honorees-committee 

correspondence covering: members and their contact info, meeting times and nominations with 

short criteria requirements attached -Houston Harte letter bowing our of committee, -letter 

asking committee members to gather research on nominees -letter from Abell suggesting portrait 

and citation requirements for honorees with attached diagrams -committee correspondence 

identifying progress, date to turn in research and list of nominees with corresponding researcher  

-bio of Frank Pickrell 

 

Nominations in file 

Mike Benedum, Ben Belt, A M Hagan, Houston Harte, R W Patterson, J C Trees, T S Hogan, 

Haymon Krupp, Wallace Pratt, Van S Welch, Carl Cromwell, Frank Kelly, Sid Richardson, 

Arland Irvin Innes with biography, Raiford H Burton with short biography, Raymond B Kelly, 

Fredrick Henry Lahee with obituary, E A Landreth 

 

1968 Hall of Fame: Dinner ï 4/29/1968 ï 3/5/1969 & undated 

-Invitation to dinner (one with RSVP card filled out) -bundle of papers with RSVP/regrets for 

dinner -telegrams to Mr. Pickrell from colleagues -head table diagram -transcript of William 

Kerrôs (Master of Ceremonies) and Houston Harteôs remarks at ceremony -transcript of program 

after Pickrellôs speech -correspondence bundle with letter thanking Mr. Harte for participation in 

ceremony and correspondence about identifying and copying photos of the ceremony -thank you 

letters to William Kerr,  Midland Country Club, Fred Pickrell, H B Fuqua and Calvin Clements -

thank you letters from Fred and Frank Pickrell -request from George Abell for Pickrell to 
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complete an oral interview with Clayton Williams, Sr. on how the Santa Rita #1 was drilled -

transfer record for Pickrellôs portrait 

 

1968 Hall of Fame: Pres Releases & Publicity ï 4/24/1968 ï 7/1968 

-Clippings from the Midland Reporter Telegram, San Angelo Standard Times, Odessa American, 

Lubbock Avalanche-Journal, El Paso Times and Drill Bit Magazine 

 

1968 Hall of Fame: Photos of Ceremony 
-8 X 10 Black and white photos with some identification 

 

1969 

 

Honorees:    Ben C Belt    Haymon Krupp 

      Raiford Burton   Wallace E Pratt  

      Hiram Dow    Sid W Richardson 

      L P Garett     James T Robison 

     T S Hogan     Robert W Russell 

      Eugene Holman    Van S Welch 

 

Date: December 3, 1969 

Location & Price: Midland Country Club $7.00 

Master of Ceremonies: Maurice Bullock 

Benediction: Reverend Weldon Butler 

Speaker: Wallace E Pratt óPetroleum Pioneers in the Permian Basinô 

AV:  

Attendees:  285-300 

 

Folders: 

1968 Hall of Fame: Committee 1 ï 1/23/1969 ï 5/29/1969 
-Honoree recommendation to board -letter arranging for Pickrell portrait -letters discussing the 

number and location of induction ceremonies for the year -packet from Desk & Derrick Club 

conveying wish to help with Hall of Fame and history of their club -list of honorees and their 

profession -notes and letters on arranging the Hall of Fame dinners in Artesia and San Angelo -

list of honoreeôs contact and family info -packet with recommendations for notifying the people 

who knew the honorees or helped with their files and copies of the letters sent to them and the 

honorees -correspondence with honorees and their families -thank you letters from honoreeôs and 

their families 

 

1969 Hall of Fame: Committee 2 ï 6/3/1969 ï 12/19/1969 
-Notification letters to honorees and their families -thank you letters to honoreeôs ñresearchersò -

letter by Kerr with Hall of Fame committee roster and suggestions for the nomination and 

election processes -letters to/from honorees and their family to the committee discussing their 

nomination -letters discussing the date for the dinner, portraits for display in the museum -

committee report to the board about the induction ceremonies -packet with letter to Bullock 

about the ceremony, honorees and their families, contact info, transcripts on the induction 
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remarks and copies of the citations of the honorees  -copy of a Petroleum Museum fact sheet -

letter starting the 1970 Hall of Fame process 

 

Nominations in file 

Horace Cook, Henry Cook, William Howard Irvin, H C Irvin, L W Sandusky, Sam a Sloan, 

Steve S Owens, Lockhart brothers and Frank H Kelly 

 

1969 Hall of Fame: Dinner 1 ï 5/9/1969 ï 1/6/1969 & undated 

-Invitation -ticket -invitation letter with newsletter -correspondence to/from honorees and their 

family -honoreeôs contact info -notification letters to honorees of their induction with an 

invitation to the ceremony -letter discussing obtaining honoreeôs portraits and diploma covers for 

the certificates -list of people the museum will comp for the dinner -the ñWorlds of Wallace 

Prattò article -list of flights to midland with prices -invitation lists -correspondence securing 

Wallace Pratt as a speaker -copy of honoree citations with editing suggestions -invitation to 

board to attend ceremony -RSVP/regrets for ceremony 

 

1969 Hall of Fame: Dinner 2 ï 11/6/1969 ï 12/3/1969 & undated 
-RSVP/regrets for dinner -memo covering possible venues to sell dinner tickets with attachment 

about the museum exhibits and what subjects they should cover -correspondence and lists 

covering expenses and travel/accommodation arrangements for honorees and their families -

thank you letter to Pratt for being the speaker -revised set of citations -revision suggestions for 

citations -letter to Bullock explaining procedures for presenting citations to honorees, a list of 

honorees and their family who are attending, contact info for the honorees and copies of the 

honoreeôs citations.   

 

1969 Hall of Fame: Dinner 3 12/4/1969 ï 1/20/1970 & undated 
-Copy (2) of Wallace Prattôs speech, copy of citations -transcript of George Abellôs introduction 

of Wallace Pratt -identification sheet for Hall of Fame dinner audio tape -letters complimenting 

ceremony from attendees and honorees -list of photos ordered -thank you letters to volunteers ---

-letter to Pickrell informing him of the dinner 

 

1969 Hall of Fame: Press Releases & Publicity ï 6/3/1969 ï 1/29/1970 & undated 

-Correspondence about press releases -copies of the releases with revision suggestions -clippings 

from Drill bit, Odessa American, San Angelo Standard Times, El Paso Times and The Oil Daily 

 

1969 Hall of Fame: Photos of Ceremony 
8 X 10 and 5 X 7 black and white photos of the ceremony 

 

1970 

 

Honorees:   Michael L Benedum    Houston Harte 

     Carl G Cromwell     Joseph C Trees 

Date: November 4, 1970 

Location & Price: Ranchland Hills Country Club $6.00 

Master of Ceremonies: Hamilton E. McRae 

Benediction: Reverend Timothy W Guthrie 
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Speaker: Judge Leo Brewster 

AV:  

Attendees: approximately 250 

 

Folders: 

1970 Hall of Fame: Committee ï 2/17/1970 ï 1/25/1971 & undated 

-Letters and correspondence covering: the San Angelo dinner for Benedum, Cromwell, Trees and 

Harte, the fund drive for starting the Petroleum Museum, requests for information on the 

nominees, and a call for nominees for the new Hall of Fame after the 1969 San Angelo induction 

ceremony ï letters to honorees and their families notifying them of the induction dinner date and 

the change of venue to Midland ïbackground information on Benedum, Trees, Houston Harte 

and Cromwell ïlists of possible new candidates ïbiographical sketch of Ralph Lowe ïBoard 

decisions on how to run the Hall of  Fame and how many people they should elect per cycle -

letters and correspondence to/from: committee, board and honorees about when to have the 

dinners, how the committees and nomination process should work , planning exhibits for the 

museum, a preliminary criteria for nominating someone to the Hall of Fame, nomination letters 

for candidates with a list of possible candidates for Hall of Fame and their addresses. 

 

1970 Hall of Fame: Dinner 1 - 1/3/1970 ï 10/1970 & undated 

-program ïtickets ïnotes on logistics of the dinner i.e. flowers, menu, tickets, number of 

attendees ïinvitation letters to the honorees and their families ïnotes and letters on setting up the 

San Angelo dinner, the delay of the dinner from May to later in the year and finally moving the 

dinner to Midland ïletters trying to find a speaker for the event and finally choosing Jude Leo 

Brewster for the speaker ïletters to the families inviting them to the dinner with an information 

sheet attached to tell them what to expect at the dinner 

 

1970 Hall of Fame: Dinner 2 ï 10/1/1970 ï 11/18/1970 & undated 

-RSVP/regrets letters to the dinner ïInvitation letters to the board, past honorees, etc ïletter from 

Homer Fort to Hamilto McRae with details of the dinner and suggested text for his opening 

statement, unveiling of Tom Lovellôs Coronadoôs Expedition painting and an introduction of the 

eveningôs speaker Judge Leo Brewster ïletter from Senator Jennings Randolph with a statement 

to read at the dinner about Michael Benedum ïtravel arrangements for the honorees and speaker 

ïcitations for the honorees ïcopy of John Butlerôs ñmuseum updateò remarks for the dinner ï

thank you letters to the eveningôs participants ïcorrespondence to/from the attendees ïfold out 

diagram of the head table ïnotes on the dinner arrangements, catering, flowers etc with a final 

expense tally for the dinner attached ïcorrespondence securing photographs of the ceremony ï

fact sheet for the audio recording made of the ceremony ïlist of the paintings shown at the dinner 

ïseating arrangements and boutonniere list for head table and honorees 

 

1970 Hall of Fame: Press Releases & Publicity - 7/27/1970 ï 11/6/1970 & undated 

-press releases for the event and the unveiling of Tom Lovellôs Coronadoôs Expedition -clippings 

from the San Angelo Standard Times, Odessa American, Midland Reporter Telegram and the El 

Paso Times 

1970 Hall of Fame: Photos of Ceremony  

5 X 7 black and white photos from the museum, San Angelo Standard Times, Drill Bit 

Magazine, Midland Reporter Telegram and Rubinôs Studio 
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1971 

 

Folders:  

1971 Hall of Fame: Criteria Requests & Procedures to be elected  

-memos suggesting criteria for nomination and election process 

 

1971 Hall of Fame: Committee ï 1/3/1971 ï 12/17/1971 & undated 

-committee roster ïballot ïcommittee report to board with the candidate list and recommendation 

for an election process ïletters appointing people to the committee and a discussion of the dates 

for future meetings ïcommittee and board minutes ïlist of nominees forwarded and nominees 

from the past Hall of Fame ïletters to nominators telling them the status of their Hall of Fame 

candidate ïletters about the election ïreport to the board 

Committee Folder 1 - 1/3/1977 ï 11/12/1971 & undated 

Committee Folder 2 ï 11/17/1971 ï 12/17/1971 & undated   

 

 

Nominations in file 

Hobard and Howard Hughes with  biography, Neil Wills, Morgan J Davis with an extensive 

biography, HB ñBabeò Fuqua with  biography, Prentice F Brown, Albert A Mattei and C J 

Davidson with biography and articles included. 

 

1971 Hall of Fame: Yearbook 

-list of nominees to the Hall of Fame ï Various breakdowns of their information: by year, name, 

number of times they have been through the process, home town and profession 

 

1972 

 

Honorees:   George T Abell   Arthur M Lockhart 

     Berte R Haigh    Dean E óCapô Lounsbery 

     Oliver C óKipô Harper  Hazen P óCapô Slagel 

     Herbert C Irvin   Samuel A Sloan 

     Edward A Landreth 

Date: May 3, 1972 

Location & Price: Midland Country Club $6.00 

Master of Ceremonies: Kenny M Jastrow 

Benediction: Father Ben Verbrugge 

Speaker: Dr. Sherman A Wengerd óOil Men, Geologists, and Roughnecks ï Do we all Belong in 

a Museum?ô 

AV:  

Attendees:  

 

 

Folders: 

1972 Hall of Fame: Criteria Requests & Procedures to be elected 3/5/1972-7/10/1972 & 

undated 
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-committee correspondence about adopting criteria for nominating someone to the Hall of Fame 

ïminutes of a special executive committee meeting about adopting the Hall of Fame criteria ï

letter requesting criteria for a nomination 

 

1972 Hall of Fame: Committee ï 1/4/1972 ï 12/18/1972 & undated 

-notification letters to honorees ïlist of current honorees ïcommittee correspondence about 

meeting times and dates and appointment of new members with names and contact information ï

list of nominees not elected to the Hall of Fame (one with notations from the staff) ï

correspondence calling for a committee meeting ïnomination letters with supporting 

documentation 

 

Nominations in file 

Paul Kayser with biography, Al Buchanan, J C Maxwell, Frank H Kelley with biography and 

articles, Fred Truner Jr. with biography, Jimmy Charlton, Horace and Henry Cook with 

biography, C J Red Davidson, Jim Vaughn, Ralph Lowe, Charles E Beyer, A M óJackô Hagan, 

Neil Wills, W L Sandusky with biography, Morgan J Davis, S S óSteveô Owen with biography, 

Wilbur J Thomson, Robert Patteson, Emmet Vincent Headlee with biography, Jim Camp 

 

1972 Hall of Fame: Dinner ï 2/10/1972 ï 5/20/1975 & undated 

-programs and tickets ïletters to/from guests and honorees about the celebration and ordering 

photos of the honorees ïletters setting the date of the dinner for May 3, 1972 at Midland Country 

Club and requesting Dr. Sherman Wengerd as the speaker of the even with an attached itinerary 

of the event ïbios of the honorees and a note on the museumôs progress ïinvitation letters to the 

dinner ïRSVPôs/regrets, ticket orders ïletters discussing the groundbreaking ceremony for the 

museum on May 3, 1972 in conjunction with the dinner ïletter asking Father John Skoloski to 

speak at the dinner ïcopy of a newsletter covering the groundbreaking and Hall of Fame 

ceremony ïprogram for the dinner with a copy of the opening remarks and citations for the 

honorees ïseating arrangements ïInvitation list of the honorees ïmenu with annotations ïbudget 

ïcomplimentary ticket count ïthank you letters to participants in the ceremony ïthank you letters 

from the honorees and guests 

Dinner Folder 1 ï 2/10/1972 ï 4/18/1972 & undated 

Dinner Folder 2 ï 4/18/1972 ï 5/20/1975 & undated 

 

1972 Hall of Fame: Press Releases & Publicity 

-press release about the Hall of Fame ceremony and the museumôs groundbreaking ïClippings 

from The Mid-America Oil & Gas Reporter, El Paso Times, Fort Worth Star Telegram, San 

Angelo Standard Times, Midland Reporter Telegram, Odessa American, and the Permian Basin 

Preview 

 

1972 Hall of Fame: Photos of Ceremony 
-5 X 7 black and white photos of the ceremony 
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1973 

 

Honorees:   Charles E Beyer   Howard R Hughes, Sr. 

     Jim Camp, MD   Paul Kayser 

     Caven J óRedô Davidson Frank H Kelley 

     Morgan J Davis   Ralph F Lowe 

     Herbert B Fuqua 

Date: September 27, 1973 

Location & Price: Midland Country Club $10.00 

Master of Ceremonies: Emil C Rassman 

Benediction: Reverend Bob Currie 

Speaker: Morgan J Davis óResponse for the Classô 

AV:  

Attendees:  

 

1973 Hall of Fame: Criteria Requests & Procedures to be elected 11/1/1973 

-copy of current Hall of Fame nomination criteria 

 

1973 Hall of Fame: Committee ï 2/5/1973 ï 6/26/1973 & undated 

-committee roster ïletter about the new board members and officers ïcorrespondence scheduling 

committee meetings with procedures for voting and electing nominees ïminutes and reports of 

the committee ïballots and vote register for the candidates ïlists of nominees ïballots from the 

committee (sealed) ïmemo about the new museum plans ïletter from the chairman (Berte Haigh) 

with a summary of the yearôs activities for the committee 

 

Nominations in the file 

Ralph F Lowe with biography, C J óRedô Davidson, A C Mattei, Jim Camp MD 

 

1973 Hall of Fame: Dinner 5/18/1973 ï 12/4/1973 & undated 

-program and tickets from the dinner ïtelegrams from William P Hobby Lieutenant Governor of 

Texas and George Mahon in honor of the Hall of Fame dinner ïletter to Governor Ronald 

Reagan inviting to him to speak at the dinner with his response ïletters ordering portraits from 

studios and honorees ïletter asking Morgan Davis to be the speaker at the dinner ïletter to 

President Nixon requesting a telegram for the induction ïtelegrams sent for the Hall of Fame 

dinner: Congressman George Mahan, Governor Briscoe, Lt. Governor Hobby ïletters inviting 

attendees with RSVPôs/regrets ïdinner itinerary for volunteers ïletter from Richard Nixon 

commemorating the Hall of Fame and Oil (9/20/1973) ïnotes on table arrangements and flowers 

ïtranscripts of remarks and opening statements ïthank yous and ticket confirmations for the 

dinner ïtelegram from Governor Dolph Briscoe 

 

1973 Hall of Fame: Press Releases & Publicity - 5/31/1973 ï 10/1973 & undated   
-clippings from the El Paso Herald Post, Midland Reporter Telegram, Houston, El Paso Times, 

Odessa American, Permian Basin Preview and the Fort Worth Star 

 

1973 Hall of Fame: Photos of Ceremony 

-5 X 7 black and white photos 
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1974 

 

1974 Hall of Fame: Committee ï 1/4/1974 ï 12/31/1974 

- letters about committee meetings, lists of nominees and committee roster ïcompliment letter 

from Wallace Pratt on Dr. Myerôs book in his letter nominating Floyd C Dodson ïletter 

discussing moving the Hall of Fame Dinner to 1975 to hold it in conjunction with the dedication 

of the museum ïballot tally for nominees ïcommittee chair letter calling for votes ïofficial 

notification to board of new honorees with ballots ïlist of honorees and contact info 

 

1974 Hall of Fame: Press Releases & Publicity  
-press release about new Hall of Fame honorees 

 

1975 

 

Honorees:    John P Butler     George B McCamey 

     Ronald K Deford, Ph. D Robert W Patterson 

     Floyd C Dodson   Neville G Penrose 

     Arthur M óJackô Hagan Fred Turner, Jr. 

     Ray V Hennen    Wilbur A Yeager, Sr. 

     Joseph C Maxwell 

Date: October 21, 1975 

Location & Price: Midland Country Club $12.50 

Master of Ceremonies: Emil C Rassman 

Benediction: Dr. Robert B Smith 

Speaker: Ronald K Deford óThe way it wasô 

AV:  

Attendees:  

 

Folders: 

1975 Hall of Fame: Criteria Requests & Procedure to be elected 
-list of 1975 Hall of Fame nomination criteria 

 

1975 Hall of Fame: Committee 1/3/1975 ï 12/11/1975 & undated 

-short biographies of the honorees ïlist of Hall of Fame honoree survivors living in the Permian 

Basin ïletters discussing transferring the Hall of Fame files and biographies of honorees to 

Homer Fort at the museum ïHall of Fame pamphlet (Jan 1975) ïsubmission of honorees to 

board ïletter discussing methods used in selection of Hall of Fame honorees 

 

Nominations in the file 

Dora Roberts with biography, John William óSkipperô Thomas 

 

1975 Hall of Fame: Dinner ï 1/10/1975 ï 12/11/1975 & undated 

-copies of program and tickets ïseating and table arrangements ïnotification letters to honorees 

and their families ïletters about finding portraits for honorees ïletters discussing moving the 

Hall of Fame ceremony to October to separate it from the museum opening ïmailing list for 

invitations ïconfidential monthly newsletter/update on museum ïcorrespondence about a 
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preview reception at the museum for honorees ïthank you letters from honorees and attendees ï

RSVPs for dinner ïletter from President Gerald Ford ïcongratulations on the Hall of Fame and 

museum opening letter/telegram from Governor Dolph Briscoe ïcopy of John Butlerôs remarks 

at the ceremony ïmaster copy of the program ïairline schedule for guests ïmemo about the 

budget 

 

1975 Hall of Fame: Press Releases & Publicity 

-clippings from the Midland Reporter Telegram, Fort Worth Star Telegram, American Oil & Gas 

Reporter and the Midlander 

 

1975 Hall of Fame: Certificate Design 

-letters to vendors ordering supplies ïletters to people about the design of the certificate with 

mock ups of the certificate attached ïcopy of the museum Hall of Fame seal ïcopies of blank 

certificates and filled out ones ïhand drawn mock ups of the certificate 

 

1976 - 1977 

 

Folders: 

1977 Hall of Fame: Criteria Requests & Procedures to be elected 

-new set of Hall of Fame nomination criteria 

 

1976-1977 Hall of Fame: Committee - 11/10/1976 ï 1/25/1978 & undated 

-committee roster ïlist of nominees ïhandwritten note on Hall of Fame procedure such as how 

many honorees will be elected per period, balloting procedures, how many cycles a nominee will 

be held until they are removed from active consideration ïcorrespondence scheduling the next 

hall of fame dinner on October 27, 1977 at the Hilton ïcorrespondence postponing the dinner to 

a later date ïminutes of committee minutes ïnotes discussing limitation of honorees to four per 

election period and removing names from the active consideration files after three election cycles 

ïagenda for museum board meeting with an attached museum fiscal report 

 

1978 

 

Folders: 

1978 Hall of Fame: Criteria Requests & Procedures to be elected  - 2/10/1978 ï 11/7/1978 & 

undated 

-numerous drafts of the new Hall of Fame criteria 

 

1978 Hall of Fame: Committee ï 1/27/1978 ï 10/9/1978 & undated 

-documents showing change in by-laws to reflect the length of cycles a nominee will be 

reviewed before they are removed from active consideration and the ability of the committee to 

disqualify a candidate who does not have adequate documentation, limitation of four honorees or 

teams per election cycle ïletter with a ballot and a description of the voting procedures ïletter 

renominating the 1977 Hall of Fame committee members ïcommittee correspondence with 

returned ballots ïdraft of museum and Hall of Fame pamphlet ïminutes of the board meeting 

where the Hall of Fame honorees are presented with hand written notes, a copy of the bylaws and 

articles of incorporation attached 
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Nominations in the file 

Henry Black with biography, William G Jenson, Kresten R Jenson, E G Rodman Sr. with 

biography (moved to Hall of Fame file) 

 

1979 

 

Honorees:    E. Russell Lloyd   Charles L Rowan 

     Ernest W Marland   William G Skelly 

     Arch H Rowan 

Date: February 2, 1979  

Location & Price: Midland Hilton  $11.00 

Master of Ceremonies: Maurice R Bullock 

Benediction: Dr. Daniel G Vestal 

Speaker: Senator Harrison H Schmitt  

AV: ñAlbumò 

Attendees:  

 

Folders: 

1979 Hall of Fame: Dinner 1 -  9/7/1978 ï 1/30/1979 & undated 

-program, ticket and table tents from event ïnotification letters to honorees and their families ï

letters from the honorees and their families to the museum ïcopy of Richard Fulton Inc catalog 

of speakers ïlist of appointments to the dinner planning committee ïletters to honorees and their 

families about their guests, travel arrangements, portraits and itineraries ïletter discussing 

speakers ïletter inviting Senator Schmitt to be the speaker at the dinner ïinvitation letters to 

various people ïCongressman Harold Runnels letter accepting our invitation to introduce our 

speaker at the dinner with a short biographical sketch of the congressman ïletter to the board and 

museum members inviting them to the dinner ïletters and memos to the honorees for photos and 

information for the AV presentation ïSenator Schmittôs photograph and biography in an 

envelope 

 

1979 Hall of Fame: Dinner  2 - 2/2/1979 ï 6/29/1979 & undated 

-hotel bills and honorees expenses ïñPetroleum Museum ï A Progress Reportò transcript of 

speech given at dinner ïreservation form for the Hilton Ball Room with the menu, reception 

arrangements and table layout included ïinvitations to ñcelebrityò guests ïHonorees addresses ï

ticket confirmations ïlist of press attending event ïlist of complementary tickets and reservations 

ïletter to honorees and board with the itinerary for the dinner and ticket prices ïtemplate for the 

dinner ticket ïinstructions for hostesses with a table map ïletter discussing private plane 

reservation for Senator Schmitt ïcopy of a speech about the Hall of Fame and the dinner 

participants ïbriefing information for the master of ceremonies ïcopy of Senator Schmittôs 

speech ïcopy of the citations/biographies of the honorees ïthank you letters from participants 

 

1979 Hall of Fame: Press Releases & Publicity 

-press release list ïclippings from the Midland Reporter Telegram, Basinweek and Drill Bit 

 

1979 Hall of Fame: Photos of Ceremony 
-photos of participants with some identification 
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1979 Hall of Fame: AV/Video Presentation ï 3/21/1979 & undated 

-correspondence ïdetailed script and reading script ïmusic list ïstory board ïslides from 

presentation 

 

1980 

 

Folders: 

1980 Hall of Fame: Criteria Requests & Procedures to be elected ï 6/9/1980 ï 7/20/1980 & 

undated 

-criteria request letters ïproposed criteria for Hall of Fame nomination 

 

1980 Hall of Fame: Committee 1/8/1980 ï 10/3/1980 & undated 

-memo to file stating that committee members should be recruited and then they elect their own 

chair, the chair will be the only publicly announced member of the committee with the rest of the 

members remaining confidential ïletter stating that nomination letters would go through the 

museum staff first before being passed to the committee ïletter adopting the criteria for 

nomination, biannual schedule for the Hall of Fame election and induction process ïletter 

instituting the criteria and the cut off date for nominations ïletter with proposed changes to the 

Hall of Fame section of the By-laws ïlists of honorees and nominees ïballot sheet ïmeeting 

reminders ïletters to people who nominated a candidate telling them if their candidate was 

elected or not 

 

1980 Hall of Fame: Press Releases & Publicity 

-clipping from the Midland Reporter Telegram 

 

1981 

 

Honorees:   Jesse C Barnes, Sr.  Charles V óCapô Lyman 

     N Ford Chapman, Jr.  Stanley C Moore 

Date: May 6, 1981  

Location & Price: Green Tree Country Club $15.00 

Master of Ceremonies: Maurice R Bullock 

Benediction: Reverend Edwards 

Speaker: H E Chiles 

AV:  óFourô AV recollection 

Attendees: 459 

 

Folders: 

1981 Hall of Fame: Dinner 1/15/1981 ï 5/20/1981 & undated 

-program and tickets (reserved and general seating) ïletters discussing obtaining honorees 

portraits ïlist of honorees and family with contact info ïRSVPs for ceremony and travel 

arrangements ïinvitation letter to board members ïcopy of budget and bills for ceremony ïletters 

to Mr. Chiles inviting him to speak at the dinner ïinvitations to local dignitaries ïcopy of the 

menu ïcopy of the inscriptions on the Hall of Fame plaques ïticket designs ïreservation lists ï

blueprint ïtable layouts and seating arrangements 
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1981 Hall of Fame: Photos of Ceremony 
-photos of the dinner with identification 

 

1981 Hall of Fame: AV/Video Presentation ï 4/18/1981 

-script for presentation ï story board 

 

1982 

 

Folders: 

1982 Hall of Fame: Criteria Requests 3/15/ 1981 ï 10/25/1982 
-letters and phone messages requesting nomination criteria for candidates 

 

1982 Hall of Fame: Yearbook  
-sample letters to honorees ïcompiled lists of honorees and nominees broken down by date, 

number of times considered ïlist of former candidates ïtemplate for biography needed for 

nomination ïmemo instituting the yearbook and detailing what goes inside 

 

1982 Hall of Fame: Committee - 4/13/1982 ï 11/3/1982 & undated 
-portrait orders ïcommittee roster ïshort history of the Hall of Fame ïletter scheduling 

committee meetings ïHall of Fame book proposal ïBallot (blank) ïletter recommending 

honorees to board ïletters notifying honorees with certified mail receipt attached ïsample letter 

informing people that their candidate did not get elected ïletter from Hogan suggesting that the 

Hall of Fame be terminated ïletter in support of continuing the Hall of Fame ïboard meeting 

minutes 

 

Nominations in file 

Haskell C Conder with biography 

 

1982 Hall of Fame: Press Releases & Publicity 5/9/1982 ï 12/9/1982 & undated 

-memo to file on how to handle PR with the Midland Reporter Telegram ïpress releases 

 

1983 

 

Honorees:   Robert O Anderson   William D Noel 

     Prentice F Brown    Earl G Rodman, Sr. 

     Erle P Haliburton 

Date: May 5, 1983 

Location & Price: Green Tree Country Club $25.00 

Master of Ceremonies: Maurice R Bullock 

Benediction: Pastor Donald V Hafemann 

Speaker: Dr. Peter T Flawn óExcellenceô 

AV: óLook into Timeô 

Attendees: 440 
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Folders 

1983 Hall of Fame: Dinner 12/3/1982 ï 5/17/1982 & undated 

-program, ticket and table assignment slip ïletters to honorees and their families discussing the 

dinner and their travel arrangements ïletters trying to procure portraits, photos of the ceremony 

and photos for the AV presentation ïtable reservations and seating arrangements ïshort 

biographies of honorees ïarrangements with Hilton for rooms ïsample invitation letters to 

members, board, friends and honoreeôs guests ïcorrespondence to/from speaker for event ïhead 

table seating diagram ïmenu-hand written and typed attendee list with table assignments ï

address lists for honoreeôs guests ïbudget sheets with receipts attached ïhostess list and 

instructions for ceremony ïletters recapping the dinner 

 

1983 Hall of Fame: Press Releases & Publicity ï 12/7/1982 ï 6/1983 & undated 

-press release ïclippings from the Museum Memo, Midland Reporter Telegram and the 

Landman 

 

1983 Hall of Fame: Photos of Ceremony 

-5 X 7 photos with identifications on the back -8 X 10 photos 

 

1983 Hall of Fame: AV/Video Presentation 
-script ïstory board 

 

1984 

 

Folders: 

1984 Hall of Fame: Criteria Requests & Procedures to be elected ï 4/9/1984 ï 10/23/1984 & 

undated 

-list of requests and letters ïcurrent nomination criteria 

 

1984 Hall of Fame: Yearbook 

-articles of incorporation ïby laws ïnomination criteria ïessentials of a biography ïlist of 

candidates and breakdown by year, names and number of times considered 

 

1984 Hall of Fame: Committee 6/6/1984 ï 9/19/1985 
-sample letter to people nominating someone to the Hall of Fame ïcommittee roster ïblank 

ballot ïmeeting reminders ïroster of living Hall of Fame honorees 

 

Nominations in file 

Lee Jones, Jr. with biography 

 

1984 Hall of Fame: Press Releases & Publicity 4/27/1984 ï 2/1985 

-clippings from the Museum Memo, Midland Reporter Telegram, Odessa American ïpress 

release 
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1985 

 

Honorees:   Horace M Bayer   Levi Smith 

     Claude W Brown   Charles D Vertrees 

Date: April 25, 1985 

Location & Price: Green Tree Country Club $50.00 

Master of Ceremonies: Ted M Kerr 

Benediction: Dr. John F Anderson 

Speaker:  

AV: ñAll our Yesterdaysò 

Attendees: limited to 350 -278 attended 

 

Folders: 

1985 Hall of Fame: Dinner ï 1/10/1984 ï 10/31/1985 & undated 

-ticket to reception, program, RSVP and table assignment card ïmock up of program ïhonorees 

and their families addresses ïsample letter advising honorees and their families of their election 

and the itinerary for dinner ïtable diagrams ïletters procuring honorees portraits ïsample 

invitation letters to board, members, friends and honoreeôs guests ïpacket delineating 

responsibilities for Hall of Fame with staff members assigned to each task with a budget for the 

event  -large mock up of the program ïEd Rowlandôs remarks ïthank you letter from Claude 

Brown for the honor ïóHall of Fame Wrap Up 1985ô ïbills for event ïnotes on flower 

arrangements ïseating arrangements ïaddress list 

 

1985 Hall of Fame: Press Releases & Publicity ï 12/4/1984 ï 4/26/1985 & undated 
-press releases ïclippings from the Midland Reporter Telegram 

 

1985 Hall of Fame: Photos of Ceremony 

-for the first time photos were taken with the family gathered around the Hall of Fame plaque ï

numbered photos with identification information on note cards 

 

1985 Hall of Fame: AV/Video Presentation 1 

-copies of the script ïslides ïcorrespondence with reproduction company about the slides 

 

1985 Hall of Fame: AV/Video Presentation 2 

-correspondence with slide companies ïhow to create a story board pamphlet, examples of slides 

used in program with ordering information 

 

1986 

 

Folders: 

1986 Hall of Fame: Criteria Requests & Procedures to be elected 4/23/1986 ï 6/21/1986 & 

undated 
-letters requesting criteria ïmemo to staff about the election process and criteria 
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1986 Hall of Fame: Committee ï 1/2/1986 ï 2/3/1987 & undated 

-memo to director about the procedures for the Hall of Fame committee and publicity ïletter 

discussing setting the deadline for sending in criteria ïinvitation to join the committee ïletter 

scheduling committee meetings ïnotification letters to honorees ïnotification letter to board 

telling them of the new Hall of Fame honorees ïletter from M O Boring Jr. thanking the board 

for his fatherôs honor ïcommittee roster ïletter concerning honoreeôs portraits 

 

1986 Hall of Fame: Yearbook 

-lists of honorees and nominees with short biographies compiled in different manners 

 

1986 Hall of Fame: Press Releases & Publicity 

-press release ïclipping from the Midland Reporter Telegram 

 

1987 

 

Honorees:   Mac O Boring, Sr.   John J Redfern, Jr. 

     Fred T Hogan    Clayton W Williams, Sr. 

Date: May 12, 1987 

Location & Price: Holiday Inn Country Villa Convention Center $50.00 

Master of Ceremonies: Ted M Kerr 

Benediction: Reverend Russell Richel 

Speaker:  

AV:  óVisionsô 

Attendees: 384 

 

Folders: 

1987 Hall of Fame: Criteria Requests & Procedures to be elected 7/16/1987 ï 11/6/1987 

-request letters for nomination criteria 

 

1987 Hall of Fame: Dinner 1 ï 12/10/1986 ï 4/29/1987 & undated 

-program ïletters to/from honorees ïmenu ïRSVPs for dinner ïhonorees invitation lists ïhand 

written to do list for Hall of Fame Dinner ïlist of attendees with table assignments ïcontract with 

Holiday Inn 

 

1987 Hall of Fame: Dinner 2 ï 5/12/1987 ï mostly undated 

-list of ministers for past dinners ïvarious to do lists for event ïtable chart ïseating arrangements 

ïlist of paid reservations ïguest lists 

 

1987 Hall of Fame: Dinner 3 ï 5/6/1987 ï 11/18/1987 & undated 

-list of honoreeôs guests and family ïbiographies of honorees ïmock up of program ïwrap up 

letter to Holiday Inn ïphoto orders ïsummary and critique of dinner 

 

1987 Hall of Fame Press Releases & Publicity 4/27/1986 ï 6/1987 & undated 
-press releases ïclippings from the Midland Reporter Telegram, Museum Memo and the 

Business Journal of West Texas 
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1987 Hall of Fame: AV/Video Presentation 
-script 

 

1988 

 

Folders: 

1988 Hall of Fame: Criteria Requests & Procedures to be elected ï 3/8/1988 ï 6/6/1988 

-request letters for nomination criteria 

 

1988 Hall of Fame: Committee ï 8/22/1988 ï 11/14/1988 & undated 

-committee correspondence discussing balloting procedures ïtimeline for committee activities ï

letters to committee members scheduling meetings, votes, thank you notes etc ïcommittee roster 

ïletter to the board about the new honorees ïlist of nominees with a list of sponsors/nominators ï

letters to sponsors about the status of their candidates ïletter about the Permian ï A Continuing 

Saga book attached to the honoreeôs guest list  

 

Nominations in file 

W L Wentland 

 

1988 Hall of Fame: Yearbook 

-copies of notebook given to committee members with the following items: creed, articles of 

incorporation, by-laws, alphabetical list of honorees, list of honorees by induction year, former 

candidates list, consolidated list of nominees, nominees considered twice, nominees considered 

once, nominees for the first time, honorees by home town and list of the professions represented 

by the honorees 

 

1988 Hall of Fame: Press Releases & Publicity ï 2/25/1988 ï 11/2/1988 

-two press releases ïclippings from the Midland Reporter Telegram and San Angelo Standard 

Times 

 

Lateral File 13 Drawer C 

 

1989 

 

Honorees:   Preston C Coleman, M.D.   Sam Weiner 

     Virgil El isha Cottingham   Ted Weiner 

     John E Mabee      Stanley Weiner 

     Guy R Mabee      Charles Weiner 

     Joseph Guy Mabee 

Date: April 27, 1989 

Location & Price: Green Tree Country Club $50.00 

Master of Ceremonies: Ted M Kerr 

Benediction: Father Jon S Stasney 

Speaker:  

AV:  óMemoriesô 

Attendees:  
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Folders: 

1989 Hall of Fame: Criteria Requests & Procedures to be elected 1/16/1989 -3/27/1989 

-request letters for nomination criteria 

 

1989 Hall of Fame: Committee ï 11/1/1988 ï 11/10/1989 & undated 

-notification letter to Stanley Weiner ïHall of Fame policies ïlist of nominating committee 

members and ballot 

 

1989 Hall of Fame: Dinner 1ï 12/9/1988 ï 5/2/1989 
-invitation, program, tickets and table assignment ticket ïletters to honorees and their families 

about the ceremony and their guest lists ïlist of attendees ïRSVPs for event ïhonoree guest lists 

ïmemo to employees about Hall of Fame night ïlist of potential sites for the Hall of Fame with 

menus and charges ïbudget sheet ïhandwritten review sheet 

 

1989 Hall of Fame: Dinner 2  

-notes on Weiner family ïcorrespondence with the family about the election and induction 

dinner ïnotes on the Mabee family with correspondence with the Mabees about the election and 

dinner ïnotes on the Cottingham family with correspondence about the election and induction 

dinner ïnotes on the Coleman family with correspondence about the election and induction 

dinner 

 

1989 Hall of Fame: Press Releases & Publicity 2/26/1989 ï 5/2/1989 
-press release ïcopy of Midland Reporter Telegram clipping 

 

1989 Hall of Fame: Photos of Ceremony 

-color photographs of the ceremony 

 

1990 

 

Folders: 

1990 Hall of Fame: Criteria Requests & Procedures to be elected 5/23/1990 
-request letter for nomination criteria 

 

1990 Hall of Fame: Committee ï 3/29/1990 ï 10/30/1990 & undated 
-letters to committee about the slate of honorees ïcommittee roster ïboard minutes from 

10/30/1990 

 

1990 Hall of Fame: Yearbook 
-copies of notebook given to committee members with the following items: creed, articles of 

incorporation, by-laws, alphabetical list of honorees, list of honorees by induction year, former 

candidates list, consolidated list of nominees, nominees considered twice, nominees considered 

once, nominees for the first time, honorees by home town and list of the professions represented 

by the honorees 
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1991 

 

Honorees:   President George H W Bush  Edith Whatley McKanna 

     Halbert P Bybee, Ph. D   Frank Phillips 

Date: April 25, 1991  

Location & Price: Midland Hilton $60.00 

Master of Ceremonies: Ted M Kerr 

Benediction: Reverend Ray Bristol 

Speaker:  

AV: óFootprints in Timeô 

Attendees:  

 

Folders: 

1991 Hall of Fame: Criteria Requests & Procedures to be elected 3/10/1991 ï 3/20/1992 

-request letters for nomination criteria 

 

1991 Hall of Fame: Dinner ï 1/18/1991 ï 5/21/1991 & undated 

-invitation and program ïdetailed program of events ïsponsor list ïvarious lists of attendees with 

or without table assignments ïletter to Phillips Petroleum Company about the arrangements for 

the induction dinner ïschedule of evening events ïnotes on flower arrangements ïlist of 

honorees guests ïcatering lists with menu and beverage choices ïbudget and income sheet ïstaff 

assignments for dinner arrangements-wrap up of dinner and recommendations for next dinner ï

table layouts ïfinal table assignment 

 

1991 Hall of Fame: Press Releases & Publicity 3/20/1991 ï 4/14/1991 

-press release ïclipping from Midland Reporter Telegram 

 

1991 Hall of Fame: Photos of Ceremony 
-4 X 5 color photos of the ceremony 

 

1991 Hall of Fame: AV/Video Presentation 

-memo about amount of time staff needs for production time ïphoto credits ïscript 

 

1992 

 

1992 Hall of Fame: Committee 2/5/1991 ï 10/29/1992 

-committee roster ïschedule for election ïcorrespondence covering committee membership, 

meeting times and voting ï short biography of Schlumberger ïlist of honorees selected with 

biographies ïplanning time table with deadlines ïcontact list for honorees and their families 

 

1992 Hall of Fame: Yearbook 

-copies of notebook given to committee members with the following items: creed, articles of 

incorporation, by-laws, alphabetical list of honorees, list of honorees by induction year, former 

candidates list, consolidated list of nominees, nominees considered twice, nominees considered 

once, nominees for the first time, honorees by home town and list of the professions represented 

by the honorees 
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1992 Hall of Fame: Press Releases & Publicity 

-press releases ïclippings from the Museum Memo 

 

1993 

 

Honorees:   Claud E Aikman   John J Kovach 

     Vaughn C Maley   Martin Yates, Jr. 

Date: April 22, 1993 

Location & Price: Midland Hilton $60.00 

Master of Ceremonies: Ted M Kerr 

Benediction: Reverend Marshall Mason 

Speaker:  

AV: óLegends in Silverô 

Attendees:  

 

Folders: 

1993 Hall of Fame: Dinner 1 ï 1/13/1993 ï 7/29/1993 & undated 

-invitation and program ïcoordination sheet with staff assignments and expense list ïletters to 

honoree and their families about the induction ïsponsor letter ïreceipts from vendors ïletters 

with dinner and portrait schedule ïinscriptions from the honoreeôs portrait plaques ïRSVP lists ï

list of flowers and who gets them ïevening agenda ïtable assignments ïcitations for honorees ï

budget ïHilton folder with catering arrangements, bar and table arrangements ïwrap up notes 

 

1993 Hall of Fame: Dinner 2  

-mailing and RSVP list ïexample letters for various Hall of Fame correspondence ïtable layout ï

final budget 

 

1993 Hall of Fame: Press Releases & Publicity 
-copy of a Museum Memo article 

 

1993 Hall of Fame: Photos of Ceremony 

-4 X 5 color photos 

 

1993 Hall of Fame: AV/Video Presentation 

-script for video 

 

1993 Hall of Fame: Brunch 
-invitation to brunch 

 

1994 

 

Folders: 

1994 Hall of Fame: Committee ï 2/8/1994 ï 9/12/1994 & undated 

--board minutes ïcommittee correspondence about members, voting and committee roster ï

correspondence with George H W bush about attending the 1995 ceremony ïnotification letters 

to honorees and their families ïrecommendation of honorees to board 



 Do Not Cite 

23 

 

1994 Hall of Fame: Yearbook 

-copies of notebook given to committee members with the following items: creed, articles of 

incorporation, by-laws, alphabetical list of honorees, list of honorees by induction year, former 

candidates list, consolidated list of nominees, nominees considered twice, nominees considered 

once, nominees for the first time, honorees by home town and list of the professions represented 

by the honorees 

 

1994 Hall of Fame: Press Releases & Publicity 7/14/1994 ï 10/20/1994 

-press release ïclipping from the Midland Reporter Telegram 

 

1995 

 

Honorees:    Mac O Boring, Jr.   Paul O Sill 

     J Hugh Liedtke   Fred A Wemple, Jr. 

     William C Liedtke, Jr. 

Date: April 19, 1995 

Location & Price: Midland Center $75.00 

Master of Ceremonies: Ted M Kerr 

Benediction: Maurice R Bullock 

Speaker:  

AV: óOil! Barons & Buildersô 

Attendees:  

 

Folders: 

1995 Hall of Fame: Dinner 1 ï 2/9/1995 ï 4/19/1995 & undated 
-invitation, brunch invitation and program ïtimeline ïsponsor letter ïproofs for invitation ïlist of 

flowers and where they go ïplace cards 

 

1995 Hall of Fame: Dinner 2 ï 10/13/1994 

-honoreeôs correspondence about the election and dinner stapled to short biographies ïdetailed 

budget with invoices 

 

1995 Hall of Fame: Press Releases & Publicity ï 10/14/1994 ï 4/17/1995 

-press releases ïclippings from the Museum Memo and Midland Reporter Telegram 

 

1995 Hall of Fame: Photos of Ceremony 
-4 X 5 color photos  

 

1995 Hall of Fame: Brunch 

-invitations 
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1996 

 

Folders: 

1996 Hall of Fame: Committee ï 8/5/1996 ï 12/4/1996 & undated 

Organized by honoree ïcorrespondence between museum and honorees and their families about 

the election ïthank you notes ïlists of family members with contact information ï

correspondence about honoreeôs portraits  

 

1996 Hall of Fame: Yearbook 
-copies of notebook given to committee members with the following items: creed, articles of 

incorporation, by-laws, alphabetical list of honorees, list of honorees by induction year, former 

candidates list, consolidated list of nominees, nominees considered twice, nominees considered 

once, nominees for the first time, honorees by home town and list of the professions represented 

by the honorees 

 

1996 Hall of Fame: Press Releases & Publicity 
-press releases ïclipping from the Midland Reporter Telegram 

 

1997 

 

Honorees:   Carlton E Beal   B J óJoeô Pevehouse 

     L Decker Dawson  Allan K óMooseô Trobaugh 

     Joseph I OôNeill, Jr. 

Date: April 30, 1997  

Location & Price: Midland Center $75.00 

Master of Ceremonies: A J óTonyô Best 

Benediction: Robert C Leibrock 

Speaker:  

AV: óShining Stars of the Permian Basinô 

Attendees:  

  

Folders: 

1997 Hall of Fame: Dinner 
-invitation and programs -notes on dinner, flower arrangements and brunch ïcitations for plaques 

ïcontact information for honorees ïstaff duty assignments ïstaff meeting summaries ïmenu ï

budget sheet ïnotes on meetings 

 

1997 Hall of Fame: Photos of Ceremony 

4 X 5 color photographs 

 

1997 Hall of Fame: AV/Video Presentation 2/24/1997 ï 4/20/1997 & undated 

- script ïbiography of Beal and Trobaugh ïtranscript of interview with L Decker Dawson ïphoto 

credit page 

 

1997 Hall of Fame: Brunch 
-invitation ïphotos of brunch 
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1998 

 

Folders: 

1998 Hall of Fame: Committee ï 2/6/1998 ï 11/23/1998 

-committee roster ïcommittee correspondence about yearbooks, thank yous for nominations, 

suggestions for future Hall of Fame elections, meeting agendas, times and voting ïnotification 

letters to honorees with reply from W A Moncrief, Jr. ïsupport letters from C T McLaughlin 

 

1998 Hall of Fame: Yearbook 
-copies of notebook given to committee members with the following items: creed, articles of 

incorporation, by-laws, alphabetical list of honorees, list of honorees by induction year, former 

candidates list, consolidated list of nominees, nominees considered twice, nominees considered 

once, nominees for the first time, honorees by home town and list of the professions represented 

by the honorees 

 

1998 Hall of Fame: Press Releases & Publicity 2/5/1998 ï 11/18/1998 & undated 
-press releases to various media ïlist of media with contact info ïedit copies of releases ï

clippings from the Midland Reporter Telegram and M Magazine 

 

1999 

 

Honorees:   Jack E Brown      Wm A óTexô Moncrief, Jr 

     J Clarence Karcher, Ph.D   Cyril óCyô Wagner 

     William A óMontyô Moncrief 

Date: April 8, 1999  

Location & Price: Midland Center $75.00 

Master of Ceremonies: Dr. Tulsi Dyal Singh 

Benediction: Reverend Stockton Williams 

Speaker:  

AV: óTreasures of the Industryô 

Attendees:  

 

Folders: 

1999 Hall of Fame: Dinner ï 1/6/1999 ï 4/14/1999 & undated 
-invitation and program ïcontact information for honorees ïletters to honorees with schedule for 

dinner and questions for video biographies ïcorrespondence setting up interviews with honorees 

and their families ïcompiled list of honorees and their families with addresses ïcopies of 

honoreeôs program and portrait biographies ïletters to honorees with detailed dinner agenda and 

portrait schedule ïpacket with honorees citations from the Lieutenant Governor ïletter of thanks 

to honorees with video offer ïdetailed script/agenda for dinner ïreprint list of honorees survivors 

contact information ïannotated sponsor list 

 

1999 Hall of Fame: Press Releases & Publicity ï 4/1/1999 ï 4/12/1999 & undated 
-press releases ïclippings from the Midland Reporter Telegram and Odessa American 
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1999 Hall of Fame: Photos of Ceremony 
-4 X 5 color photographs 

 

1999 Hall of Fame: AV/Video Presentation ï 3/22/1999 & undated 
-working scripts broken down by honoree 

 

1999 Hall of Fame: Brunch 

-4 X 6 color photos of the brunch 

 

2000 

 

Folders: 

2000 Hall of Fame: Criteria Requests & Procedures to be elected 
-nomination criteria for Hall of Fame 

 

2000 Hall of Fame: Committee ï 3/3/2000 -8/16/2000 & undated 

-correspondence about members, meetings and yearbooks ïcommittee roster  ïhonoree 

nomination to board 

 

2000 Hall of Fame: Yearbook 

-copies of notebook given to committee members with the following items: creed, articles of 

incorporation, by-laws, alphabetical list of honorees, list of honorees by induction year, former 

candidates list, consolidated list of nominees, nominees considered twice, nominees considered 

once, nominees for the first time, honorees by home town and list of the professions represented 

by the honorees (2 copies one missing the consolidated list) 

 

2000 Hall of Fame: Press Releases & Publicity 3/21/2000 ï 8/18/2000 & undated 

-press release ïclippings from the Midland Reporter Telegram 

 

2001 

 

Honorees:    Richard S Brooks   William óBillô Collyns 

     Rufe S Bynum, Jr.   George R Gibson, Ph.D. 

Date: April 19, 2001 

Location & Price: Midland Center $75.00  

Master of Ceremonies: Ken Burgess 

Benediction: Reverend Jim Houston-Hencken 

Speaker:  

AV: óSpotlight on the Honoreesô 

Attendees: approximately 340 

 

Folders: 

2001 Hall of Fame: Criteria Requests & Procedures to be elected 11/19/2001 
-criteria request letter ïdiskette with nomination criteria file 
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2001 Hall of Fame: Dinner ï 1/5/2001 ï 4/4/2001 & undated 
-invitation and program ïsample letter to honorees about the induction dinner ïpermission letter 

from Sam Hollis for Gibson portrait use ïbi lines and citations for honorees ïhonoree contact 

information ïsponsorship opportunity sheet ïtable arrangement ïhonoreeôs guest list ïduty/task 

list ïfinal expense ledger ï updated address lists for honorees and their family members 

 

2001 Hall of Fame: Press Releases & Publicity ï 1/26/2001 ï 4/16/2001 & undated 

-email about Harts E&P Hall of Fame edition ïclipping from the Midland Reporter Telegram ï

three copies of the Harts E&P Hall of Fame edition 

 

2001 Hall of Fame: Photos of Ceremony 
-4 X 5 color photographs of the ceremony with negatives 

 

2001 Hall of Fame: AV/Video Presentation 
-annotated script for video divided up by honoree ïphoto credit page 

 

2001 Hall of Fame: Brunch 
-photographs of brunch 

 

2002 

 

Folders: 

2002 Hall of Fame: Criteria Requests & Procedures to be elected 2/21/2002 ï 6/7/2002 & 

undated 
-request letters and responses for Hall of Fame criteria ïcopy of 2002 nomination criteria 

 

2002 Hall of Fame: Committee -4/3/2002 ï 11/20/2002 & undated 
-committee roster ïcommittee correspondence about meetings, research and notebooks and 

balloting ïnomination letters ïsample letters to honorees about induction ïmeeting agendas ï

ballots  

 

2002 Hall of Fame: Yearbook 

-copies of notebook given to committee members with the following items: creed, articles of 

incorporation, by-laws, alphabetical list of honorees, list of honorees by induction year, former 

candidates list, consolidated list of nominees, nominees considered twice, nominees considered 

once, nominees for the first time, honorees by home town and list of the professions represented 

by the honorees 

-Arlen Edgarôs yearbook with annotations on revising the criteria and candidates with copies of 

committee correspondence ïsecond yearbook copy with minor annotations ïdiskette with 

yearbook computer files  

 

2002 Hall of Fame: Press Releases & Publicity ï 1/31/2001 ï 2/1/2002 & undated 
-press releases about committee chair, nominations and announcement of new honorees ïlist of 

media for submitting press releases ï 
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2003 

 

Honorees:   Todd Aaron     Francis H óMacô McGuigan 

     Benjamin Bates Alexander Joe G Roper 

     Thomas C óTomô Brown 

Date: April 3, 2003 

Location & Price: Midland Center $100.00 

Master of Ceremonies: Paul Morris 

Benediction: Ronnie White 

Speaker: Donald L Evans U S Secretary of Commerce 

AV: óFootsteps from the Pastô 

Attendees: 600 

 

Folders: 

2003 Hall of Fame: Dinner 4/3/2003 ï 4/4/2004 & undated 
-invitation and program ïsponsorship opportunity flyer ïhonoree family tree ïtable arrangement 

chart ïattendee list ïsponsor leaflet ïhonoree parking pass ïLois Harrington wrap up notes ï

copies of photos used in photo loop shown during cocktail hour ïcopy of Donald Evanôs speech 

ïGeorge H W Bush letter ïbudgets for flowers, decorations and printing ïdetailed budgets ï

diploma cover for McGuigan (just behind file) 

 

2003 Hall of Fame: Press Releases & Publicity ï 4/4/2003 & undated 

-press release announcing Donald Evans as speaker ïMidland Reporter Telegram clippings 

featuring Donald Evans and the honorees 

 

2003 Hall of Fame: Photos of Ceremony 
-CD Rom copy of photos 

 

2003 Hall of Fame: AV/Video Presentation  
-script for video 

 

2003 Hall of Fame: Brunch 
-copy of guest register 

 

2004 

 

Folders: 

2004 Hall of Fame: Committee ï 6/18/2004 ï 12/30/2004 & undated 
-committee correspondence covering meeting times, meeting agendas, top ten candidate list and 

committee roster ïnomination letter for Al Hurtle Meadows ïannouncement to board of 2005 

honorees ïvarious drafts of honoree notification letters ïbiographies of the honorees ïhonoreeôs 

contact information ïbid request for photography and invitations ïsponsor letter ïletters to 

honorees with ceremony information ïletter to past honorees informing them of the new óclassô 

of honorees ïcopy of board agenda 
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2004 Hall of Fame: Yearbook 

-copies of notebook given to committee members with the following items: creed, articles of 

incorporation, by-laws, alphabetical list of honorees, list of honorees by induction year, former 

candidates list, consolidated list of nominees, nominees considered twice, nominees considered 

once, nominees for the first time, honorees by home town and list of the professions represented 

by the honorees 

 

 

2004 Hall of Fame: Press Releases & Publicity ï 5/21/2004 

-two press releases about the nomination process 

 

2005 

 

Honorees:   C Fred Chambers    Harvey E Yates 

     William D Kennedy   John A Yates 

     Myra Brown Robinson  Martin óBitsyô Yates III 

     Clayton W Williams, Jr.  S P Yates 

Date: April 14, 2005 

Location & Price: Midland Center $100.00 

Master of Ceremonies: Tim Thompson 

Benediction: Reverend Flynn V Long, Jr. 

Speaker:  

AV:  óOil Legends & Pioneersô 

Attendees: 795-810 

 

Folders: 

2005 Hall of Fame: Criteria Requests & Procedures to be elected 

-requests for criteria 

 

2005 Hall of Fame: Dinner 1 ï 7/1/2004 ï 3/31/2005 

-invitation and program ïcopy of Midland Center contract ïcopy of original proposed budget ï

correspondence about bids for budgeted expenses ïbid request for caterer ïprojected budgets 

with revenue and expenses ïinvoice from Fitz Co ïletter to Chambers family about dinner and 

portrait schedule ïsecurity summary ïlong and short biographies of honorees (some with editing 

annotations) ïcitation letters from Governor Perry and George W Bush ïcitations from state for 

honorees 

 

2005 Hall of Fame: Dinner 2 ï 4/13/2005 ï 4/20/2005 & undated 
-email to board with table assignments ïcatering bid with final price, menu and possible menu 

selections ïday of set up schedule for employees ïphotos of flowers, table set up, table tents and 

various decorations for the event ïcolor coded table diagram with an individual attendee list 

attached ïcopy of program agenda ïaddress list for hand written thank you notes from the 

Director ïthank you letter to the caterer ïwrap up notes ïtime line with various tasks ïsponsor 

information ïhonoree contact information and biographies 
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2005 Hall of Fame: Dinner 3 
-ñhow toò book compiled by Jane Phares with explanations and examples of how to handle each 

aspect of the Hall of Fame: general information, PR, notification letters, sponsors, 

invitations/reservations, print (program etc) info, arrangements (flowers, catering etc) 

photographer, video/portraits 

 

2005 Hall of Fame: Press Releases & Publicity 4/14/2005 ï 4/17/2005 
-press release with honorees biographies ïclippings from the Midland Reporter Telegram and 

Big Spring Herald 

 

2005 Hall of Fame: Photos of Ceremony 
-CD Rom with digital photos of event 

 

2005 Hall of Fame: AV/Video Presentation 4/13/2005 & undated 
-invoice for video production ïcopy of final script 

 

2005 Hall of Fame: Brunch ï 4/4/2005 & undated 
-copy of setup and menu for brunch ïlist of photos used for decoration and their decorative 

labels ïphotos of set up and brunch 

 

Individual Honoree/Nominee Files 

Lateral File 14 Drawer A 

 

Todd Aaron 2003- 

Todd Aaron was born Dec. 11, 1911, in Pawhuska, Okla., to a physician-oriented family. 

His father was a doctor and his mother was the daughter of a doctor. But Aaron traveled another 

road, studying commerce at Northwestern University in Illinois. After college graduation, he 

started employment at Sears and Roebuckôs mail order division in Chicago and eventually found 

his way Oklahoma where he worked for Gulf Oil Corp., Phillips Petroleum Co., and National 

Bank of Tulsa. 

 

While in Oklahoma, he met Dorothy Woodall and the two married Jan. 1, 1942, after Aaron had 

been called into active duty. Before that, he already had relocated to Odessa for a job as a 

shooterôs helper and salesman with Rock Glycerin Co. During World War II, Aaron was 

stationed aboard the USS Bladen, which participated in the invasion and occupation of Iwo Jima 

and Okinawa and in landing of occupation forces in Japan. He was discharged from the Navy in 

1946, and the couple and their infant son, Todd II, returned to Odessa and the Rock Glycerin 

firm. 

 

In 1947, Todd started his own oil well drilling business engaging in contract drilling and 

workover operations throughout West Texas and New Mexico. By 1950, the family, which now 

included son Bill, moved to Midland along with the company, Todd Aaron Drilling Company. 

Aaron found a niche for his cable tool drilling rigs during the Spraberry boom southeast of 

Midland. Operators wanted to protect the upper and lower Spraberry formations from 

contamination. After drilling 7,000 feet, the operations were completed with a cable tool rig in a 

process called ñtailing in.ò 
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Aaron kept his cable tool rigs busy throughout the Permian Basin for the next 35 years. Long 

after others had abandoned the equipment for modern rigs, Aaron held on to his. During the 

1980s boom, he stayed busy drilling surface holes for operators who were having to wait a year 

for a rotary rig.  

 

Over the years, Aaron -- a quiet, humble man and also a private pilot -- contributed to the 

community. Memberships include Rotary International, Scottish and York Rite Mason and 

Shriner, Midland Need to Read, YMCA and Chamber of Commerce. In 2001 he was honored by 

the Permian Basin Petroleum Association as its Top Hand. 

Although he never studied medicine, Aaron left a legacy in that field. In 2000, he and his late 

wife Dorothy underwrote the cost for construction of the Dorothy and Todd Aaron Medical 

Science Building at Midland College. 

 

Supporting Media Collections: 

Oral History Interviews: Todd Aaron 2003 (2 tapes) 

Video: DVD 2003 Hall of Fame video for induction dinner ñBuilding a Future with Footprints 

from the Pastò 

 

George T Abell 1972 

George T Abell refers to himself as an oil and gas producer.  His colleagues know him as one of 

the most successful wildcatters and producers in the Permian Basin.  His friends know him as a 

man of both compassion and humility, a modest but firm leader, and a man who loves this land, 

its people and its history. 

 

He was born in Wakeeney, Kansas in 1900, and after graduation from what was then Colorado 

A&M College, he walked over much of Colorado, Utah, Wyoming, New Mexico and West 

Texas mapping structures, scouting rocks and qualifying himself as a geologist. 

 

Beginning in 1930 he went into the oil business on his own, and there followed a series of events 

built mainly on hard work and a dedicated belief that great things can be accomplished only if 

reasonable risks are taken.  He made discoveries or participated in the development of the Abell, 

Gomez, Pecos Valley, South Ward, Shipley and other Permian Basin fields, as well as in the 

Grapeland Gas Field in East Texas.  He accepted failures ï and there were some ï with a grin, 

and he saw his successes as creating an obligation to return to this land benefits commensurate 

with its yield. 

 

This process of plowing back has gone on so long and so quietly that much of it is not known 

and will never be known.  It has involved not only the giving of funds but the giving of self.  

Midlandôs Memorial Hospital is there, in part, because of what he did; and if anyone is, he is the 

father of the petroleum museum to be built here.  A hundred more causes like them might be 

named, but since he violates every mistaken notion of what Texas oil men are supposed to be ï 

including having a due supply of modesty ï these need not be listed here. 
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His accomplishments, in a business way, have been substantial, but they are overshadowed by 

the quality and character of the man himself.  It is enough to say that he, in a very special way, 

has earned the honor which his colleagues pay him on this occasion. 

 

 

Supporting Media Collections: 

Oral History Interviews: George T. Abell 3/9/1975, 9/24/1971  Abell, Haigh & Vertrees (3 tapes) 

2/2/1971 

Recording of 1972 Hall of Fame dinner on Magnetic Tape (2 reels) Dr. S A Wengerd speaker 

 

Claud E Aikman 1993 

Claud Edwin Aikman was born in Stillwater, Indian Territory.  After earning degrees in 

chemistry and geology from the University of Oklahoma, he spent nine years as a self-employed 

pharmacist.  During this time he traded in oil and gas royalties and assembled drilling units for 

development of the Oklahoma Field. 

 

Claud entered the oil business full-time in 1930 when he moved to San Angelo to join George 

Morgan in forming Cardinal Oil.  Cardinal pursued drilling activities in the Howard-Glasscock, 

Yates, Toborg and the White and Baker fields.  The Company operated over 150 Wells and 

maintained substantial lease camps in Iraan and McCamey. 

 

In 1939 the two gentlemen formed Cooper Gas.  They discovered the Page Field ï producing gas 

from a Strawn age reef.  This was the first Pennsylvanian reef production on the eastern shelf.  

The result was hundreds of wildcat wells discovering significant reserves in the Basin. 

 

In 1945, after selling Cardinal Oil to Helmerich and Payne and Panhandle Refining, the two men 

operated as Morgan-Aikman, Ltd. and conducted numerous exploratory and drilling ventures on 

the Basinôs eastern shelf.  In 1953 Claud with his son William opened a Midland office and in 

1957 added an office in Amarillo with his son Robert. 

 

While Aikman was president of the West Texas Independent Producers and Royalty Owners 

Association, he made many important contributions to the entire petroleum industry.  At the 

beginning of World War II the price of West Texas crude was significantly lower than that of 

East Texas crude.  That, combined with smaller purchases from West Texas fields, seriously hurt 

further exploration.  Aikman personally and successfully led the fight with the state of Texas and 

Washington, D.C., for reasonable and fair pricing and production levels.  Aikman negotiated the 

first ñGas Production Loanò in this part of the country and he helped defeat serious proposals to 

nationalize the U.S. oil industry. 

 

One of Texasô early oil explorers, Claud Aikman remained active until his death in 1991. 

 

Supporting Media Collections: 
Oral History Interviews: Claude Aikman 10/18/1975 

Videos: 1993 Hall of Fame video for induction dinner 
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Benjamin Bates Alexander 2003 

Benjamin Bates Alexander used his ingenuity and innate business sense to turn a small oil well 

servicing company into a firm renown throughout the Permian Basin. Born Oct. 31, 1920, in 

Guymon, Okla., and raised in Lubbock, Alexander attended Texas Tech University for a year. 

He left school to help his father with the family grocery store at Eunice, N.M. He then served in 

the U.S. Army from 1942 to 1944 and returned to New Mexico where he expanded the grocery 

business to Hobbs, Jal and Seminole. 

 

He married Gerry Ann Dunham in 1942, and the couple had two children: Lee Ann Alexander 

and the late Russell Bates Alexander. 

 

In 1952, he entered the oil industry in Hobbs, starting DA&S Oil Well Servicing with two rigs. 

The company eventually expanded to 52 rigs and 250 employees and when he retired in 1986, it 

was the largest independent well servicing company in the Permian Basin with operations in 

Hobbs, Eunice, Andrews and Midland. Through DA&S, Alexander built a reputation for 

contributing a stable, experienced and qualified workforce to the Permian Basin and for 

providing a service at a fair price to his customers. As a result, the Permian Basin was known for 

some of the lowest well servicing costs in the nation. 

 

He believed in investing in his employees by providing benefits and the latest technology.  His 

company was among the first to offer insurance, savings plans and retirement to oilfield hands. 

 

Alexander expanded his business holdings into DASCO Land Corp. and DASCO Energy 

Corporation, which involved cattle, lease interests in oil wells and land for development. 

 

But Alexanderôs interests and involvements werenôt confined to the business world.  Politics and 

philanthropy formed the other sides of the triangle of his life. Through his involvement in the 

Democratic Party in New Mexico, Alexander helped shaped the outcome of several political 

issues. He led the fight to establish New Mexico Junior College at Hobbs and helped to reform 

the Workersô Compensation law. 

 

On the philanthropic side, Alexander was a founder of United Way of Lea County and a 

longtime supporter of NMJC and College of the Southwest. 

 

Memberships include Permian Basin Petroleum Association, National Petroleum Council, New 

Mexico Oil and Gas Association, Independent Petroleum Association of America. He has been 

named Citizen of the Year more than once in Hobbs, and in 2000 he was selected Person of the 

Century by the Hobbs newspaper. He received the PBPA Top Hand Award, and the NMJC 

Student Center is named after Alexander. 

 

Supporting Media Collections: 

Oral History Interviews: Ben Alexander 1/27/2003 (3 tapes) 

Video: DVD 2003 Hall of Fame video for induction dinner ñBuilding a Future with Footprints 

from the Pastò 

 

 




